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final minutes 
 

State Drug Treatment Court Advisory Committee Meeting  

10:00 a.m. Å Tuesday, April 18, 2017 

Legislative Council Conference Room Å 3rd Floor Boji Tower Building 

124 W. Allegan Avenue Å Lansing, MI 

 
Members Present:       Members Excused : 
Judge Amy Ronayne Krause, Chair     Jesse Billings 
Judge William Ervin, Vice Chair (via teleconference)   Dr. Jessica Parks 
Judge Louise Alderson      Stacy Salon 
Heidi Cannon       
Judge Susan L. Dobrich 
Andrew Konwiak (via teleconference)        
Douglas Lloyd        
Sheriff Michael Main       
Judge Frederick Mulhauser 
Mark Risk         
Judge Geno Salomone 
Gary Secor 
Judge Raymond Voet 
Mark Witte (via teleconference) 
                           
I.  Call to Order  
The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  
 

II.  Roll Call  
The Chair asked the clerk to take the roll. A quorum was present and absent members were excused. 
 
III . Reappointments  
The Chair noted there are two members whose terms will be expiring in June—Judge Ervin and Judge Salomone. Judge 
Ervin will retire from the bench and will not seek reappointment to the State Drug Treatment Court Advisory Committee 
and he agreed to give some thought about a possible candidate the Commission may want to consider recommending to 
leadership. Judge Salomone will continue to serve on the Committee and a letter recommending his reappointment will be 

sent to the Speaker of the House and the Senate Majority Leader. The Chair also shared that Judge Mulhauser has 
announced his retirement from the bench and a candidate for his position is needed as well.  
 
IV . Approval of the Minutes of the  January 31, 2017 Meeting  
The Chair directed attention to the proposed minutes of the January 31, 2017 meeting and asked if there were any 
changes. There were none. Judge Voet  moved, s upported by Judge Dobrich , to approve the minutes of the  
January 31, 2017 State Drug Treatment Court Advisory Committee  meeting as presented. There was no 
objection. The m otion was unanimously approved.  
 
V. Proposed 2016 SDTCAC Annual Report  
The Chair directed attention to the proposed 2016 State Drug Treatment Court Advisory Committee Annual Report and 
asked if there were any changes. There were none. Judge Mulhauser  moved, s upported by Ms. Cannon , to 
approve the 2016 SDTCAC Annual Report as proposed. T here was no objection. The m otion was 
unanimously approved.  The Chair noted that the report will be distributed to the members of the Legislature and the 
Michigan Supreme Court pursuant to MCL 600.1082.  
 
VI.   Subcommittee Updates  
The Chair called on each subcommittee chair for an update. 
 
Affordable Health Care Act Impact Subcommittee:  Mr. Witte reported on the potential for substantial changes at the 
federal level to the affordable health care act with the current administration. He noted that his subcommittee will 
continue to monitor the policy environment and will be prepared to act as appropriate, if necessary. 
 
Best Practices and Certification Subcommittee 
Judge Alderson shared that Dr. Jessica Parks provided her with a copy of the best practices manual created by the State 
Court Administrative Office (SCAO) and the Michigan Association of Treatment Court Professionals. She reported that the 
subcommittee met on March 29 and discussed needed legislation dealing with certification efforts and legislative 
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initiatives for specialty courts in general and reviewed the violent offender and juvenile drug court definitions. The 

subcommittee will work with the SDTCAC Legislative Subcommittee on any proposed statute changes. 
 
Defense Attorney Participation Subcommittee:   
Mr. Risk reported that he plans to contact each sobriety and treatment court in the State to identify which courts have a 
defense attorney as part of the drug court team and to determine if funding is available for that position. Judge Dobrich 
suggested Mr. Risk contact Patrick Bowler for information on this issue. A discussion of additional resources for Mr. Risk 
to contact and the issue of defense attorney participation in the drug court process followed.  
 
Family Dependency Court Subcommittee: 
Judge Dobrich reported that the primary focus has been on the certification efforts being made by the State Court 
Administrator’s Office (SCAO). She noted that more training sessions will be scheduled and work continues on efforts to 
secure more Department of Human Services (DHS) involvement and commitment. 
 
Juvenile Issues Subcommittee:   
Judge Mulhauser presented an executive summary he prepared and information on the Juvenile Drug Treatment Court 
Guidelines Report recently released by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) For more 
details, the information is attached to these minutes beginning on page 3. A discussion of the issues of applying the 
10-key components and the use of measurement tools followed.  
 
Legislative Subcommittee:   
Judge Voet brought forward Mr. Witte’s suggestion that a change is needed to the drug court statute to replace the term 
“coordinating agency” to “department-designated community mental health entity”.  Mr. Witte moved, supported by 
Judge Voet, that t he Chair send a letter to  encourage the Legislature  update the term “coordinating 
agency” in the drug court statute with the term that exists in Public Act 500 of 2012. There was no 
objection. The m otion was unanimously approved.  
 
Marijuana Subcommittee:  
Judge Voet noted that Michigan has moved to centralize medical marijuana regulation under LARA. He also reported that 
it looks like the recreational marijuana legalization efforts continue and a ballot proposal is likely in 2018.  
 
Program Standardization and Alternative Funding Subcommittee: 
Judge Salomone reported that SCAO and MADCP have teamed up to assist in developing best practices and a certification 

process to address rogue courts. A discussion the effect Opiod addiction is having on drug court resources and recidivism 
rates followed. His subcommittee will also continue to monitor budget courts.   
 
Veterans Treatment Court Subcommittee:  
Judge Voet had no update to report.  
 
Vision Subcommittee:   
Prosecutor Lloyd had no update to report. 
 
VI I . Fund ing Update  
Dr. Parks was not present. No report was given.  
 
VIII.  Medication Assisted Treatment Services in Jails  
Sheriff Main reported that the Michigan Sheriffs’ Association is supportive of using medication-assisted treatment (MAT) 
services in jails. Mr. Secor added that his local sheriff provides some MAT services, but his county is seeking legal counsel 
regarding liability issues.    

 
IX . Public Comment  
The Chair asked for public comment. There was none. 
 
X. Next Meeting Date  
The Chair announced that the date of the next meeting is July  18, 2017  at 10:00 a.m.  
 
XI . Adjournment  
There was no further business. The Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:03 a.m.  
 
(Minutes approved at the July 18, 2017 SDTCAC meeting.)
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