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Michigan Law Revision Commission Meeting 
Thursday, February 13, 2014  12:00 noon 

Room 402/403  State Capitol Building 
100 N. Capitol Avenue  Lansing, Michigan 

 
Members Present:      Members Absent and Excused: 
Tony Derezinski, Acting Chair     Richard McLellan, Chair   
George Ward       Senator Vincent Gregory   
John Strand       Representative Andrew Kandrevas   
Judge William Whitbeck      Representative Tom Leonard 

Senator Tonya Schuitmaker 
 
I. Convening of Meeting  
Acting Chair Derezinski called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon.  
 
II. Roll Call 
The roll was taken. A quorum was not present. 
 
III. Approval of December 11, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
Acting Chair Derezinski noted that, unless one other member arrived to the meeting, a motion to approve the minutes of 
the December 11, 2013 meeting will be delayed until the next meeting due to the lack of a quorum.  
 
IV. Criminal Sentencing and Procedures Project  
The Acting Chair provided an overview of the Criminal Sentencing and Procedures Project and then called on  
Mr. Carl Reynolds, Senior Legal and Policy Advisor of The Council of State Governments, to begin the presentation. 
For more details, a copy of the CSG presentation is attached to these minutes. Mr. Reynolds noted that next week the CSG 
team will be making a joint presentation before the Senate Judiciary and Senate Appropriations Committees and another 
one before the House Judiciary and House Appropriations Committees. The final findings will be presented at another 
MLRC meeting to be determined. 
 
V. Comments from Commissioners 
Commissioner Ward shared a case that was brought to his attention by a family who he noted is in attendance at today’s 

meeting. He explained that this case is a good example where sentencing discretion is greatly abused. Acting Chair 
Derezinski called on one of the family members present, Mr. Timothy Haak. Mr. Haak highlighted his family’s personal 
experience with what he considers to be unfair sentencing practices and offered suggestions for the Commission to 
consider as it looks at changing the sentencing guidelines structure.  
 
Commissioner Whitbeck questioned the premise of the current sentencing system and asked Mr. Reynolds to think about 
what the system means to accomplish. 
 
The issue of supervision violations and recidivism rates was also discussed. 
 
VI. Update on MLRC Projects 
Acting Chair Derezinski called on Ms. Wilensky for an update on other MLRC projects. Ms. Wilensky explained that last May 
the Chair circulated a list of Commission priorities and she proceeded to provide a status report on each as follows: 
 
1)  To initiate the sentencing guidelines project.  Status:  In process. 
2)  Transnational corporate attorneys’ project.  Status:  Legislation drafted and under review. 
3)  Open meetings act revisions.  Status:  Draft report being finalized. 
4)  Federal immigration reform.  Status:  Report has been prepared and will be presented to the Commission for review. 
5)  Court of Appeals case dealing with juvenile mandatory life sentences.  Status:  Legislation (Senate Bill 319) introduced, 
passed, and presented to the Governor. 
 
Ms. Wilensky added that she will work with the Chair to determine dates for the next CSG presentation and a meeting 
when the above items along with a review of cases and the annual report will be on the agenda. 
 
Commissioner Whitbeck inquired about status of the Commission’s economic development statutes project.  
Ms. Wilensky indicated that she will add this to the list of items to discuss at a future meeting. 
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VII. Public Comment 
The Acting Chair asked if there were any other public comments.  Mr. Bruce Timmons inquired about the impact of plea 
bargains on sentencing. There were no other public comments. 
 
VIII. Adjournment 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
(Approved at the March 19, 2014 Michigan Law Revision Commission meeting.)
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