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Michigan Law Revision Commission Meeting 

Thursday, May 22, 2013  11:00 a.m. 
Legislative Council Conference Room  3 Boji Tower 

124 W. Allegan  Lansing, Michigan 

 
Members Present:      Members Absent and Excused: 
Richard McLellan, Chair      Senator Tonya Schuitmaker 
Tony Derezinski, Vice-Chair     
Senator Vincent Gregory    
Representative Andrew Kandrevas 
Representative Tom Leonard 
John Strand   
George Ward        
Judge William Whitbeck 
 
Others Present: 
Andrew Barbee - Justice Center, Council of State Governments 
Connie Burgess - Representative Haveman’s Office 
Bob Ciaffone 
Beth Clement - Governor’s Legal Staff 
Cliff Flood - SBM 
Phil Goodrich - Representative Leonard’s Office 
Jason Karpman - Justice Center, Council of State Governments 
Malcolm Kletke - Senate Democratic Staff 
Dan Levy - Department of Civil Rights 
Matt Morrow 
Michael Pendy - PAAM 
Carl Reynolds - Justice Center, Council of State Governments 
Griffin Rivers 
Bruce Timmons 
Dawn Van Hoek - Director, SADO 

Ellen Whelan-Wuest - Justice Center, Council of State Governments 
Jane Wilensky, MLRC Executive Secretary  
 
I. Convening of Meeting  
Chairperson McLellan called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. and provided an overview of the purpose of today’s 
meeting which is the result of requests made by the Senate Majority Leader, the Speaker of the House, and the 
Governor for the Commission to jointly take on with the Council of State Governments (CSG) a criminal sentencing 
guidelines study. He noted that agenda items include a presentation by CSG and a discussion of Commission priorities 
for 2013.  
 
II. Roll Call 
The roll was taken and absent members were excused. A quorum was present. 
 
III. Criminal Sentencing and Procedures Project  
The Chair called on Commissioner Derezinski to provide introductory comments. Commissioner Derezinski provided a 
brief history of the project and the background of the public members of the Commission which he noted includes 
working knowledge of the criminal justice system. He then introduced Mr. Carl Reynolds of the CSG Justice Center who 
highlighted the work background of himself and the CSG staff assigned to this project, and provided a history of the 
CSG Justice Center efforts with regard to their justice reinvestment work. A copy of the slide presentation by CSG is 
attached to these minutes. Mr. Andrew Barbee of the CSG Justice Center then illustrated some of the sentencing-type 
issues different states face that prompted their interest in the sentencing study and justice reinvestment. A discussion 
of the process for moving forward with the project followed. Mr. Reynolds added that the approach will include 
extensive record review, data analysis, and focus on Michigan’s sentencing system including its collateral effects. A 
tentative timeline was discussed along with a discussion of possible stakeholders and open meetings act compliance. 
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IV. Commission Priorities for 2013 
The Chair provided a memorandum outlining the list of issues he suggests be reviewed in 2013. A discussion followed. 
A copy of his memorandum is attached to these minutes. 

 
V. Public Comment 
The Chair asked if there were any public comments.  Mr. Bob Ciaffone offered positive comments regarding the 
meeting. Mr. Bruce Timmons offered comments regarding maximum and minimum sentences and 17-year olds. 
 
VI. Adjournment 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
(Approved at the June 20, 2013 Michigan Law Revision Commission meeting.)
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Richard D. McLellan 
Chair, Michigan Law Revision Commission 

 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: May 21, 2013 

To: Commissioners, Michigan Law Revision Commission 

From: Richard D. McLellan 

Re: 2013 Priorities 

Since I missed the last meeting of the Commission, I wanted to give you my sense of 

priorities for the remainder of 2013. I hope that we will be able to accomplish the 

following: 

1. Initiate the Sentencing Guideline Project as requested by the legislative 

leadership. This is the first time we have been asked to take on a specific project 

by the House and Senate leadership. Our vice chair, Tony Derezinski, is going to 

be coordinating this with Jane Wilensky. 

2. International Lawyers legislation. Senator Schuitmaker has the draft of the 

international lawyer licensing legislation prepared by the Commission. The 

concept is supported by both the State Bar and the Governor’s Office and I am 

hoping Sen. Schuitmaker can arrange a hearing this year. 

3. Open Meetings Act (“OMA”). Jane is working with Jack Dempsey to look into 

modernizing the Michigan OMA since the law is more than 30 years old. If we 

have resources, we may also look into the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”). 

4. Federal Immigration Reform. In the event federal immigration reform is 

enacted, it will have a potential impact on state laws and government. There may 

be a large number of non-citizens who will be legally in the State of Michigan 

with the right to work, attend school, receive government benefits, become 

licensed, etc. These people will be residents of Michigan and lawfully present in 

the United States, but will not be entitled to vote, make political contributions, or 

run for office. The Commission has done similar projects, e.g., addressing needed 

changes when Detroit’s population went under 1,000,000, and looking at state law 

implications of the passage of the anti-affirmative action constitutional 

amendment. 

5. Judge Whitbeck’s suggestion that we address the Carp case, about juvenile 

mandatory life sentences without parole. 

 


