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What are Treatment Courts NOT?

• They are NOT separate Courts!  They are specialized 
dockets that Judges at both the District Court and Circuit 
Court-level maintain in addition to their normal civil and 
criminal dockets.

• Not all Specialty Courts are Treatment Courts – there 
are a number of specialty court programs throughout the 
state (e.g., Human Trafficking Court in Washtenaw 
County; Baby Court in Genesee County) that are not 
treatment courts – treatment courts are concerned with 
both crimes involving drugs/alcohol and/or crimes 
committed by individuals with a SUD and/or mental 
health disorder.
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The Defendant
Is referred to as the Participant in a Treatment Court.

Treatment Courts accept those with High Risk/High 
Needs – not everyone charged with a substance use 
offense is eligible for or should be in a treatment court 
(in fact, national research shows that those with low 
risk and/or low needs can be detrimental to the HRHN 
participants).

“[M]ixing participants with different levels of risk or need in the same 
treatment groups or residential programs has been found to increase crime, 

substance use, and other undesirable outcomes, because it exposes low-risk 
participants to antisocial peers and values (e.g., Lloyd et al., 2014; 

Lowenkamp & Latessa, 2004; Lowenkamp et al., 2005; Welsh & Rocque, 
2014; Wexler et al., 2004).

Generally, a participant has already been convicted of 
a crime and is sentenced to intensive supervision by a 
treatment court.
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https://www.prainc.com/risk-need-responsitivity/



