
final minutes 
Opioid Advisory Commission (OAC) Meeting 

10:00 a.m.  •  July 20, 2023 
Legislative Conference Room • 3rd Floor Boji Tower Building 

124 W. Allegan Street • Lansing, MI 

Members Present:  Members Excused: 
Mr. Brad Casemore   Ms. Kelly Ainsworth 
Judge Linda Davis  Mr. Scott Masi 
Ms. Katharine Hude  Mr. Mario Nanos 
Ms. Mona Makki  Dr. Cameron Risma 
Mr. Patrick Patterson 
Dr. Cara Poland 
Mr. Kyle Rambo 
Dr. Sarah Stoddard 

Ms. Tara King serving as Program Coordinator to the Commission was in attendance. 

Mr. Jared Welehodsky serving as a representative from the Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services was in attendance.  

Mr. Mario Nanos joined in-person at 10:02 a.m. 

I. Call to Order
The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

II. Roll Call
The Chair asked the clerk to take roll. The clerk reported a quorum was present. The Chair
asked for absent members to be excused.

III. Approval of the May 11, 2023, Meeting Minutes
The Chair directed attention to the proposed minutes of the May 11, 2023, meeting and asked
if there were any changes. Judge Davis moved, supported by Mr. Patterson to approve
the minutes of the May 11, 2023, meeting minutes. There was no further discussion and
the Chair asked for a roll call vote. The motion prevailed and the minutes were
approved.

IV. Committee Member Appointments Update
The Chair indicated the Commission has not yet received confirmation of appointments to
those members of the Commissions whose terms expire in July and expressed members
currently in place will remain. The clerk will alert the Commission when confirmation is
received from leadership.



V. Public Comment
The Chair asked if there were any comments from the public.

• Mr. Brand Newlin representing the Billion Pill Pledge Program, materials
provided.

• Ms. Brandy Novicka representing the disabled chronic pain population
encouraging the Commission to include this population in discussions bringing
attention to the Commission the harms that opioid prohibition has caused chronic
pain patients (CPPs) and asked for support in correcting the problem.

• Ms. Darlene Berger, representing the chronic pain community, materials provided.
• Dr. Deborah Smith representing Wellness, InX introducing services as a provider

of substance disorder assessment, diagnosis, evaluations, community case
management, peer support and training for peer recovery.

• Dr. Lori Burke and Dr. Jennifer Hoffman representing ConnectHealth introducing
services as changing patient behavior and improve patient outcomes that
multiplies the effectiveness of medical professionals.

• Ms. Diana Arnold, a pain patient expressing the need to help individuals with
chronic pain.

• Ms. Claudia Remenar representing Grief Recovery After a Substance Passing
(GRASP), materials provided.

• Mr. Robert Marks, a pain patient expressing the need to include the DEA and
doctors in future Commission discussions.

VI. Key Items and Activities
The Chair directed attention to Ms. King to open discussion around key items and activities

• Recommendations to state legislature
• Quarterly reports
• Regional listening and informational sessions
• Community Engagement and Planning Collaborative (advisory workgroup)
• Opioid Settlement State-Local workgroup
• Inclusion/representation of Tribal partners (preliminary outreach plan)

VII. Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS): Department
Updates.
The Chair welcomed Mr. Welehodsky and opened the floor for MDHHS to discuss
updates.

VIII. Commission Member Comment
The Chair noted the Commission Member comments were discussed during MDHHS
updates.

• Mr. Casemore inquired on the OAC proposed meeting schedule handout. Ms. King
expressed the dates were provided to Commissioners to allow time to confirm
availability and will be discussed at the September meeting.

• Mr. Rambo expressed interest in how the Attorney General’s office will spend the
opioid funds received. Ms. Hude supports. Ms. King will follow up on Mr. Rambo’s
inquiry.
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IX. Next Meeting Date: Thursday, September 14, 2023.
The Chair announced the next meeting date for Thursday, September 14, 2023, at 10:00
a.m.

The Chair reminded Commission members a majority of seven (7) Commission 
members in attendance is required to conduct Commission business and instructed 
Commission members to let the clerk know if availability has changed. 

X. Adjournment
There being no further business before the Commission the Chair adjourned the
meeting at 11:51 a.m. with unanimous support.
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