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August 27, 2020 
LARA 
Bureau of Construction Codes 
Via Email:  LARA-BCC-Rules@michigan.govemail 
 
Re: Part 9a. Mechanical Code (ORR# 2019-131 LR) 
 
To Whom it May Concern; 
 
The Michigan Air Conditioning Contractors Association (MIACCA), would like to submit the following written 
testimony  in regards to the proposed Part 9a. Mechanical Code changes.  
 
 Miacca objects to the proposed deletion of the current exemption found in the Rule R 408.30906a.  Allowing the average 
one- and two-family dwelling to continue to be exempt from having to submit sealed drawings for a mechanical permit is 
appropriate, as demonstrated since the State of Michigan agreed to the Stipulation Agreement filed in Ingham Circuit 
Court Case No. 97-87125-CZ, (Attached). 
 
MIACCA also respectfully requests that the Bureau, for public safety reasons, rescind Administrative Rule R 
408.30505(c)(xi) and require mechanical permits, gas leak testing and mechanical inspections by the third party authority 
having jurisdiction when gas meters are relocated in residences that includes gas piping after the meter being redone and 
or installed. If mechanical permits are required for other gas piping done in a residence, then so should the gas piping that 
needs to be done when relocating a gas meter.  We sent to the Bureau a letter of request on February 1, 2020. (Attached) 
 
Finally, in regards to Rules R408.30901.a and R408.30908.a, MIACCA respectfully requests  that the Bureau will not 
delete the appeals process and make sure that the Michigan Mechanical Code (ORR# 2019-131 LR) have a stated appeals 
process. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions, or if you would like additional information. 
 
Best Regards, 

 

M.J. D’Smith 
Executive Director  



Encs. 
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February 1, 2020 

Bureau of Construction Codes 

PO Box 30254 

Lansing, MI 48909 

Re: Pending Rule 2019-118 LR Construction Codes Part 5. Residential Code – Chapters 1 and 2 – 

Exempting gas utilities from mechanical permits when relocating gas meters 

To Whom it May Concern: 

The gas utility known as Consumers Energy Company has been ordered by the Michigan Public Service 

Commission in U-20569: In the matter, on the Commission’s own motion, to require Consumers Energy 

Company to show cause why it should not be found in violation of Public Act 174 of 2013, the MISS DIG 

Underground Facility Damage Prevention and Safety Act, MCL 460.721 et seq.  In this case Consumers 

Energy Company basically admits to violating the public trust of marking gas lines as required for safety 

reasons; as indicated in its proposed settlement agreement filed therein on December 20, 2019. 

Given the violation of public trust by one of the largest gas utilities in the State of Michigan, MIACCA 

believes that it would be inappropriate for the Bureau of Construction Codes (Bureau) to continue 

promulgating the pending Administrative Rule R 408.30505(c)(xi) of the Michigan Residential Code; 

which states in relevant part: 

R105.2. Work exempt from permit. Exemption from the permit requirements of the code shall 

not be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be done in any manner in 

violation of the provisions of the code or any other laws or ordinances of this 

jurisdiction. Permits are not required for any of the following: 

… 

(c) Mechanical permits shall not be required for any of the following: 

…  



(xi) When changing or relocating a gas meter or regulator, a permit is not required when 

installing gas piping which shall be limited to 10 feet (3 005 mm) in length and not more 

than 6 fittings. 

Therefore given U-20569, MIACCA respectfully request that the Bureau, for public safety reasons, 

rescind Administrative Rule R 408.30505(c)(xi) and require mechanical permits, gas leak testing and 

mechanical inspections by the third party authority having jurisdiction when gas meters are relocated in 

residences that includes gas piping after the meter being redone and or installed.  If mechanical permits 

are required for other gas piping done in a residence, then so should the gas piping done when 

relocating a gas meter. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

Best, 

 

M.J. D’Smith 

Executive Director 

cc: LARA Director Orlene Hawks 

 



Mr. Bill Hordyk’s comment from the Public Hearing on 08/27/2020. 
 
 
Administrative Rules for Part 9 Mechanical Code Rules 
Rule Set 2019-131 LR 
 
In review of the proposed rule changes, I would like to raise an objection to the deletion of substantial 
portions of the administrative section (chapter 1) of the Mechanical Code. These sections identified for 
deletion have existing in the model code and MI versions of that code since the promulgation of the 
2000 codes. Similar language has also been a part of the MI adopted codes from the formation of PA 
230 0f 1972 without being modified by administrative rules. Why is it now that the director has 
determined to throw out over 50 years of precedence and claim that these sections of code are in 
contradiction to the Act? I Ask the director to respond with reasoning for the deletions, and specific 
reasoning for each of the following sections identified for deletion from the 2018 International 
Mechanical Code. 
103.1 to 103.4.1 
104.2 
104.5 
104.6 
104.7 
106.3 
106.3.3 
106.4.5 
106.5 
108.3 
108.5 
109.1 
1102.3 
 












