
Final Minutes 
 

State Drug Treatment Court Advisory Committee Meeting 

9:30 a.m. • Tuesday, July 24, 2012 

Legislative Council Conference Room • 3rd Floor Boji Tower 

124 W. Allegan • Lansing, MI 

 

Members Present:      Members Excused: 
Judge William Rush, Chair     Judge Amy Ronayne Krause 

Stephanie Drury       Christopher Luty 
Judge William Ervin       

Judge Allen Garbrecht 

Judge Michael Haley 
Janette Kolodge 

Andrew Konwiak 
Judge Brian MacKenzie 

Dr. Jessica Parks 

Jeffrey Sauter 
Mark Witte 

    
I. Call to Order 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  
 

II. Roll Call 

The Chair asked the clerk to take the roll. A quorum was present. Absent members were excused.  
 

III. Approval of Minutes of May 22, 2012 Meeting 
The Chair asked members to review the minutes of the May 22, 2012 meeting. No changes or additions were 

recommended. The Chair asked for a motion to approve the minutes as proposed. Judge Haley moved, 
supported by Judge Ervin, to approve the proposed minutes of the May 22, 2012 State Drug 

Treatment Court Advisory Committee meeting. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 

IV. Resignation of Pamela Davis-Drake and Election of Vice-Chair 

The Chair directed the members’ attention to Ms. Davis-Drake’s letter of resignation found in the meeting 
packet. He explained that besides needing to find her replacement, the Committee needs to elect a new Vice 

Chair. Judge MacKenzie nominated Mr. Sauter, but Mr. Sauter declined. Judge Ervin nominated Judge 
Krause for the position and made a motion that she be elected Vice-Chair of the State Drug 

Treatment Court Advisory Committee, provided Judge Krause has no objection. The motion was 
supported by Judge MacKenzie. There was no further discussion. The motion was unanimously 

approved.  
 

V. Committee Appointments and Reappointments 

The Chair announced that the Senate Majority Leader and the Speaker of the House have reappointed Andrew 
Konwiak, Christopher Luty, and Jeff Sauter to their respective positions on the Committee. A discussion of 

possible recommendations for the four vacant positions currently on the Committee—the Court Administrator 
Representative, the Defense Attorney Representative, a juvenile graduate, and an adult graduate—followed. 

The Chair noted that Ms. Davis-Drake has recommended either Mr. Robert Nida, the Barry County Family Court 
Administrator, or Diane Melton, the Genesee County Juvenile Section Administrator, be considered as her 

replacement. He also noted that Judge Krause had suggested Anethia Brewer, the court administrator at the 
54-A District Court, be considered as well. Judge Ervin made a motion that the Committee recommend 

to the Senate Majority Leader and the Speaker of the House that Mr. Robert Nida be appointed to 
fill the Court Administrator representative position, provided Mr. Nida has no objection. The 
motion was supported by Judge MacKenzie. There was no further discussion. The motion was 

unanimously approved. The Chair will contact Mr. Nida to let him know that the Committee is recommending 
his appointment to the Committee. 
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Judge Haley recommended Mark Risk, a Traverse City defense attorney, for the defense attorney representative 

position. Mr. Sauter concurred that Mr. Risk would be an excellent addition to the Committee. Judge Haley 

made a motion that the Committee recommend to the Senate Majority Leader and the Speaker of 
the House that Mr. Mark Risk be appointed to fill the Defense Attorney representative position on 

the Committee, provided Mr. Risk has no objection. The motion was supported by Mr. Sauter. 
There was no further discussion. The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
Judge Haley recommended Ms. Stacy Salon for the adult graduate position. He noted that Ms. Salon 

successfully completed a sobriety court program a few years ago and has been active in the recovery 

community. Judge Haley made a motion, supported by Ms. Kolodge, that the Committee 
recommend to the Senate Majority Leader and the Speaker of the House that Ms. Stacy Salon be 

appointed to fill the Adult Graduate position on the Committee, provided Ms. Salon has no 
objection. There was no further discussion. The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
There were no recommendations for the juvenile graduate at this time. Ms. Kolodge may have someone to 

recommend, but would prefer to make some inquiries before bringing the name of the individual forward. 
Judge Ervin will also make some inquiries to see if there is anyone interested in the position. The Chair asked 

that this be placed on the next meeting agenda and that any suggestions be brought forward and confirmed 

before the next meeting. 
 

VI. Drug Court Transfer Protocol 
Ms. Parks began by highlighting the issues SCAO legal staff had with the previously drafted drug court transfer 

form and presented some acceptable protocols (see attached document) developed after a meeting she had 
with the individuals responsible for approving any transfer form. Dr. Parks noted that a second discussion had 

taken place after that meeting and distributed some case law SCAO administrative counsel is looking at to 
determine if a drug court program is like any other program. A discussion followed and it was decided that the 

members of the Cross Assignment subcommittee along with some other individuals should meet with Supreme 

Court staff to work on an acceptable transfer form or suggest amendments to the statute to address any 
issues. 

 
VII. Subcommittee Updates 

Confidentiality Subcommittee:  Mr. Sauter had no update to report. 
 

Medical Marijuana:  Mr. Sauter reported that the Supreme Court has clarified an issue involving a controversial 
amendment added to HB 4851 at the last minute. He thinks the amendment will be taken out since it is now 

not needed. The Senate Judiciary started taking the bills up last week, but action on the bills has been delayed 

at the request of the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) until August or September.  
 

Legislative Subcommittee:  Judge Hoffman was unable to attend today’s meeting so Mr. Sauter provided the 
legislative update. He shared that the diversion bills made it through the Senate, but a House committee staffer 

had some concerns regarding who would have access to non-public records. He believes this may now be 
worked out.  

 
Mr. Witte shared that House Bills 4862 and 4863 that relate to coordinating agencies passed the House and are 

waiting for action in the Senate. The bills consolidate coordinating agencies for substance abuse services in with 

the organizations that hold the Medicaid contract with the Community Mental Health Department. To the extent 
that members work with coordinating agencies, Mr. Witte thought the Committee would want to keep attuned 

to this legislation. 
 

Cross-Assignment Subcommittee:  The Chair noted this subject was addressed under the Drug Court Transfer 
Protocol discussion.  

 
Funding Alternative Subcommittee & Funding Update:  Judge Hoffman was unable to attend today’s meeting so 
no funding alternative report was given. Dr. Parks provided a funding update and presented a broad overview 

of the grant programs for the upcoming fiscal year. Levels of funding include the Michigan Drug Court Grant 
Program at $2.1 million, Bryne-Jag Grant Program between $1.5 and $1.8 million, the OHSP Grant Program at 
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$750,000, the Urban Drug Court Initiative at $1.25 million, Michigan Mental Health Court Grant Program at $2.1 

million, the Swift and Sure Sanction Program at $6 million, and the Community Courts Program at $20,000. 

 
Juvenile Issues Subcommittee:  Judge Ervin had no update to report.  

 
Recidivism Subcommittee:  Dr. Parks had no update to report. 

  
Defense Attorney Participation Subcommittee: No report was given.  

 

VIII. Ad Hoc Committees 
Veteran Treatment Court 

Judge MacKenzie provided an update on status of the veteran treatment court bill. The Senate Committee 
unanimously passed the bill and sent it to the floor where he anticipates the Senate will take it up in 

September. He noted there is no serious opposition to the bill.  
 

IX. Public Comment 
The Chair asked for public comment. There was none. 

 

X. Next Meeting Date 
The Chair announced that the next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, September 25, 2012, at  

9:30 a.m.  
 

XI. Adjournment 
The Chair asked for a motion to adjourn. Judge Ervin moved, supported by Judge Garbrecht, the 

meeting be adjourned. There was no further discussion. The motion was unanimously approved. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 

 

 
(Approved at the November 27, 2012 SDTCAC meeting.) 
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