
Final Minutes 
 

Legislative Commission on Statutory Mandates Meeting 
9:00 a.m. • Monday, October 26, 2009 

Executive Office Building • Waterford Room  1st Floor 
2100 Pontiac Lake Road • Waterford, Michigan 

 
Members Present:      Members Absent:    
Amanda Van Dusen, Chair     None 
Robert Daddow, Co-Chair  
Dennis Pollard 
Louis H. Schimmel 
J. Dallas Winegarden, Jr.  
  
I. Call to Order 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and the clerk took the roll. A quorum was present.  
 
II. Approval of the Agenda 
The Chair asked for a motion to approve today's meeting agenda. Mr. Schimmel moved, supported by  
Mr. Winegarden, that the meeting agenda as proposed be approved. There was no objection and the motion 
was unanimously adopted. 
 
III. Approval of Minutes – September 17, 2009 Meeting 
The Chair asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the last Legislative Commission on Statutory Mandates 
meeting. Mr. Winegarden moved, seconded by Mr. Daddow, to approve the minutes of the September 17, 2009 
meeting. There was no further discussion. The minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
IV. Report from Co-Chairs on Meetings with Legislative Leadership 
The Co-Chairs reported that they had met with Senator Bishop and his staff and with Speaker Dillon's legislative aide 
to give them an idea as to the direction the Commission was heading. During the meeting, the issue of drafting 
legislation was raised. Senator Bishop expressed his desire to have the opportunity to read the report first, digest it, 
and then think about the legislative process for the Commission's work product. Although the same issue was raised 
at the Speaker's meeting, his aide did not have a specific opinion on this point since Speaker Dillon was not present 
at the meeting. Preparing something that the Legislative Service Bureau can use to prepare legislation was then 
discussed. Commissioner Winegarden urged that the Commission's report be promoted as much as possible. 
 
V. Status of Costing Analysis by MSU 
The Co-Chairs shared that they received an email right before today's meeting from Dr. Scorsone that included a raw 
version of the mandate survey analysis. Although the Co-Chairs have not had an opportunity to fully review the 
information sent by Dr. Scorsone, Co-Chair Daddow provided some background on why some of the raw data may 
not be accurate. Presenting a cost range as an alternative to reporting specific amounts for the costing analysis of the 
identified unfunded mandates was discussed. After further discussion, the plan is to estimate the cost of the 
mandates as accurately as possible and include a final draft of the Scorsone information as an exhibit at the end of 
the report.  
 
VI. Discussion of the Draft Report on Commission Recommendations 
The Chair opened a discussion of the draft report. Commissioner Pollard inquired about where the historical 
background extensively worked on when drafting the interim report would be placed in the final report and suggested 
it needs to be included in the body of the final report. The issue was then discussed. There was consensus to provide 
a summary of the historical perspective in the body of the report with a reference that a more detailed history of the 
legislature's non-compliance is included in the appendix or as an exhibit. Commissioner Pollard noted that he 
strongly believes it is important to include the information in the body of the report, but accepts the consensus to 
include it in the appendix. The Chair added that, from her perspective, the main focus of the report should be on how 
to avoid problems prospectively and having the history included in its own section may in fact garner more attention 
and emphasize its importance rather than being lost in the report. Commissioner Schimmel suggested the preface be 
rewritten to include stronger language to highlight the historical non-compliance of the legislature.  
 
The Chair had circulated a draft of the report on Friday that incorporated Co-Chair Daddow's latest comments. The 
proposed changes were identified and discussed. Commissioners Pollard and Van Dusen will begin work on drafting 
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the bills/language needed to change to the court rules and statutes to implement the Commission's 
recommendations. The Commission discussed the appropriateness of making any recommendations focused on the 
reporting requirements being argued in the Adair case. The clerk was asked to obtain a copy of the transcript of the 
latest Supreme Court arguments on the Adair case. 
 
VII. Discussion of Inclusion of Recommendations with Respect to Particular Mandates in Final Report 
Because the Commission's statutory charge to identify all mandates is too big address, the Commission considered a 
recommendation that the legislature create a series of targeted task forces to review particular mandates within their 
areas of expertise. Commissioner Pollard stressed that it should be made clear that this recommendation should not 
be in lieu of the Commission's other recommendations. After further consideration, the Commission decided not to 
include this recommendation. 
 
VIII. Other Business 
A discussion of the approach to use for the dissemination of the final report followed. Commissioner Winegarden felt 
it is important to have the report publicized through the news media with possible follow-up phone calls by a 
Commissioner. The Co-Chairs will work with the Senate Majority Leader and the Speaker of the House to determine 
a plan and the scheduling of a possible press conference. 
 
Co-Chair Daddow also shared two letters Oakland County has sent in regards to conflicts with the Headlee 
Amendment and an article from the Huron Daily Tribune. The documents are attached to these minutes. 
 
IX. Public Comment 
The Chair asked if there was any public comment. There was none. 
 
X. Next Meeting 
After discussion, the Chair announced that the next meeting will be held at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, November 16, 
2009 at 9:00 a.m. in Waterford. The room location for the meeting will be determined and announced when a room at 
the Oakland County Executive Building is secured. A date for the December meeting was set tentatively for 
December 10, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. with the location to be determined at the November meeting.  
 
XI. Adjournment 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 
 
 
(Approved at the November 16, 2009 Legislative Commission on Statutory Mandates meeting.)
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