
 

 

final minutes 
 

Criminal Justice Policy Commission Meeting 

9:00 a.m. • Wednesday, May 2, 2018 

Harry T. Gast Appropriations Room • 3rd Floor State Capitol Building 

100 N. Capitol Avenue • Lansing, MI 

 
Members Present:      Members Excused: 
Senator Bruce Caswell, Chair     Representative Vanessa Guerra 
Senator Patrick Colbeck      D.J. Hilson  
Kyle Kaminski          Sheriff Lawrence Stelma  
Sheryl Kubiak          
Barbara Levine        
Sarah Lightner 

Laura Moody (via teleconference) 
Representative Jim Runestad  
Jennifer Strange 
Judge Paul Stutesman  
Andrew Verheek 
Judge Raymond Voet 
 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. and asked the clerk to take the roll. A quorum was 
present, and absent members were excused.  

 
II. Approval of April 4, 2018 CJPC Meeting Minutes 
The Chair asked members if there were any corrections to the proposed April 4, 2018 CJPC meeting minutes. There 
were none. Commissioner Verheek moved, supported by Commissioner Kaminski, to approve the 
minutes of the April 4, 2018 meeting as proposed. There was no further discussion. The minutes were 
approved by unanimous consent. 
 
III. Data Subcommittee Update 
The Chair began by asking members to keep in mind that the current analysis will focus on one grid only and other 
areas may be added if there is time. He then called on CJPC Data Administrator Grady Bridges who provided a recap 
of the latest discussion by the Data Subcommittee on the Commission’s goals, He then proceeded with an 
explanation of the list of variables and data sets available (see attached for more details). Questions and comments 
from Commissioners were made throughout Mr. Bridges’ presentation. Commissioner Kaminski inquired if there is 
sufficient data in the data set if status offense “none” is only used. Mr. Bridges responded that he believes there are 
enough observations in that category to make statistically significant conclusions and he expects the number of 
observations may increase when 2017 data from MDOC is included. Commissioner Kubiak pointed out that the 
question of sample size may become more complex depending on how the observations straddle and if they are 
broken down by SCAO region or county. Commissioner Levine noted the issues of not including certain data sets and 
looking at county size as a dividing factor. Commissioner Verheek urged caution when comparing the differences in 
sentencing patterns in Kent County with other large counties on the east side. Senator Colbeck asked questions to 
clarify the context of the data sources and suggested more unique visualization tools be added. Commissioner Kubiak 
suggested, in terms of scoring, it may be easier to follow if we begin with a very simple model and then add different 

variables to build upon that base model. A discussion and explanation of the sentencing guideline scoring variables 
available followed. Commissioner Strange commented that mental health data needs to be looked at even with its 
limitations of being self-reported. The Chair and Commissioner Levine agreed. Commissioner Levine expressed her 
concern with COMPAS scores and Mr. Bridges explained that he does not have COMPAS scores in the current data 
set, but he could look in to acquiring this information from the Department. Commissioner Verheek added that he 
does not think the COMPAS material would be available for the data set the Commission is working with since it has 
only recently been made available. Judge Stutesman clarified that COMPAS has been completed by the agents for 
years and it has only been since 2017 that COMPAS became part of the pre-sentencing report and is used to identify 
the needs of the offender and the programs he or she is eligible to receive. At the next meeting, Mr. Bridges will 
provide reports that include figures of areas where there are discrepancies and the contributing factors that are 
statistically significant. The Chair asked members to let Mr. Bridges know within one week any additional factors they 
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think need to be considered. Mr. Bridges shared that the objectives of the next meeting will be to review the results 
of his analysis and the statistically significant factors for Research Question #2 and move forward on Research 
Question #3. Judge Stutesman requested members receive the projected reports and charts the Friday before to 
allow ample time to review before the next meeting.  
 
IV. Mental Health Subcommittee Update 
No update was reported.  
 
V. Commissioner Comments 
There were no additional comments from the Commissioners.  
  

VI. Public Comments 
The Chair asked if there were any public comments. There were none.  
 

VII.  Next CJPC Meeting Date  
The next CJPC meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 6, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. in the Harry T. Gast 
Appropriations Room, 3rd Floor of the State Capitol Building.  
 
VIII. Adjournment 
There was no further business. The Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:59 a.m.  

 

 

(Minutes approved at the June 6, 2018 Criminal Justice Policy Commission meeting.) 
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