
final minutes 
 

State Drug Treatment Court Advisory Committee Meeting 

9:30 a.m. • Tuesday, November 26, 2013 

Legislative Council Conference Room • 3rd Floor Boji Tower 

124 W. Allegan • Lansing, MI 

 
Members Present:      Members Excused: 
Judge Amy Ronayne Krause, Chair     Judge Frederick R. Mulhauser 
Judge William Ervin, Vice Chair (via teleconference)   Dr. Jessica Parks 
Stephanie Drury 
Judge Michael Haley (via teleconference) 
Judge Harvey Hoffman (via teleconference) 
Janette Kolodge (via teleconference)  
Andrew Konwiak (via teleconference) 
Douglas Lloyd 
Judge Brian MacKenzie 
Robert Nida             

Mark Risk (via teleconference)         
Stacy Salon        
Judge Raymond Voet 
Mark Witte 
   
I. Call to Order 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m.  
 

II. Roll Call 
The Chair asked the clerk to take the roll. A quorum was present and absent members were excused. 
 
III. Minutes of the October 22, 2013 Meeting 
The Chair directed attention to the proposed minutes of the October 22, 2013 meeting and asked if there were any 
changes. There were none. Mr. Nida moved, supported by Mr. Lloyd, to approve the minutes of the  
October 22, 2013 SDTCAC meeting as presented. There was no objection. The motion was unanimously 
approved.  

 
IV. Committee Vacancy  
The Chair opened a discussion of possible candidates the Committee could recommend for the vacant law 
enforcement representative position. Judge Ervin shared that he will check with the Isabella County sheriff who is 
actively involved in their juvenile drug treatment court. Judge Haley and Judge MacKenzie will also check around for 
potential candidates. Mr. Lloyd noted that Sheriff Tom Reich of Eaton County is interested. The Chair also made an 
announcement that Judge Frederick R. Mulhauser of Charlevoix County has been appointed to the Committee by the 
Speaker of the House and the Senate Majority Leader. She noted that Judge Mulhauser was not able to attend today’s 
meeting due to the timing of his appointment and the short meeting notice, but she hopes to welcome him to the 
Committee at the January meeting. 
 
V. Subcommittee Updates 
Cross Assignment Subcommittee:  Judge Haley had no update to report. 
  
Defense Attorney Participation Subcommittee:  Mr. Risk had no update to report. 
  
Funding Alternative Subcommittee:  Judge Hoffman had no update to report. 
 
Juvenile Issues Subcommittee:  Mr. Nida had no update to report. 
 
Legislative Subcommittee:  Judge Hoffman reported that he participated in a discussion to add language to give more 
judicial discretion in the mental health court bills. In the end, there was good discussion, but no compromise language 
was added. House Bills 5020 and 5021(which lift the sunset on the DWI ignition lock program) have cleared the 
House and the Senate Judiciary Committee and should be going to the Senate floor in early December. Senate Bill 
651 (which provides oversight of ignition interlock companies by the Secretary of State) has moved out of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee and to the Senate floor.  
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Medical Marijuana:  The Chair noted that the NADCP medical marijuana position statement presented at the July 
meeting is included in today’s meeting material. Mr. Witte explained that the original reason he suggested it be added 
to the discussion agenda was the fact that it was a NADCP position statement worthy of the Committee’s 
conversation. He noted that, in terms of treatment, he found the items on page six of the resolution helpful and 
suggested the Committee concentrate on that area of the statement. The NADCP statement is attached to the end of 
these minutes. 
 
A discussion of the statement and the idea of the SDTCAC taking a position on the statement, in whole or in part, or 
issuing its own position statement followed. Mr. Risk stated he is in agreement with the NADCP statement, but defers 
to the Committee to decide what action to take. Judge Voet felt more time is needed to formulate an opinion on the 
subject and suggested the issue be tabled until the next meeting. Mr. Nida stated that one of his concerns has been 
criticism in the past of poor research and he wondered if the research quoted in the NADCP statement is the most  
up-to-date. He noted that it appears the Legislature and the general populace are going in a different direction as a 
result of the mixed messages being heard. He added he would be more comfortable supporting the different elements 
of the position statement if they are based upon the most recent research. Judge Ervin shared that, at his last 
regional probate judges conference, Dr. Fields of Saginaw St. Mary’s referenced a study that showed frequent use of 
marijuana can result in early stages of dementia and Alzheimer between 40 and 50 years old. The Chair asked that a 
copy of that study be secured for the next meeting. Judge Voet suggested a subcommittee be formed to further 
explore the subject before the next meeting. The Chair agreed. She appointed Judge Voet Chair of the subcommittee 
and Judge Haley and Mr. Witte as members.  
  
Recidivism Subcommittee:  Dr. Parks was not in attendance at today’s meeting. No update was given. 
  
Vision Subcommittee:  Judge Bowler was not in attendance at today’s meeting. No update was given.  
 
VI. Ad Hoc Committees 
a. Affordable Health Care Act Impact 
Judge Hoffman reported that the Obama administration came out strongly for having the mental health treatment 
and substance abuse treatment be treated the same as other illnesses. Mr. Witte added that while the Obama 
administration did issue final rules for the Affordable Care Act’s essential health care provisions, it is still not clear 
whether those apply to Medicaid in states where there is a waiver from the federal government in place. He noted 

there has been some discussion to bring lawsuits in the 5 states where these managed care arrangements exist to 
clarify through federal court intervention that the ACA provisions apply to these managed care waiver states.  
 
Mr. Witte also wanted members to know that that federal regulations stipulate that an individual who is deemed to 
have a chronic substance abuse disorder is eligible for the State Medicaid plan, not just what is available through the 
exchanges. The details of the benefits covered under the Medicaid plan are not currently specified by department, 
however, and concerns have been expressed that services like residential treatment are not specifically listed as a 
benefit. He has been working with State Medicaid Director Steve Fitton and the Director of the Department of 
Financial and Insurance Services regarding these concerns. Mr. Witte noted that the Board of Network 180 has sent a 
letter and he will send a copy of this letter along with the department’s response to the Committee clerk. She will 
forward the correspondence to all of the committee members.  
 
Other Business 
Mr. Witte also shared that House Bill 4891 has been introduced by Representative Matt Lori to create a dedicated 
funding stream for treatment services. He summarized the provisions of the bill and encouraged members to take a 
careful look at the bill.  
 

Judge MacKenzie inquired about the status of House Bill 5049 which would allow public access to records of 
discharge and dismissal proceedings of veterans treatment court programs if a judgment of guilt is entered.  

Judge Voet shared that the district judges committee had a discussion of the bill and he will send Judge MacKenzie 
an analysis that was prepared. The clerk will send a copy of the S-1 substitute of the bill to the members. 
 
Mr. Witte provided an update on Public Act 500 of 2012 which moves the 16 coordinating agencies that exist around 
the state to 10 health plan regions on October 1, 2014. The 10 regions have been defined and he will send a copy of 
a map identifying the regions to the Committee clerk to distribute to the members.  
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b. Veterans Treatment Court 
Judge MacKenzie noted that the legislation passed and he will be attending the first major national veterans’ 
treatment court conference in Washington, D.C. next week. He will be making a presentation on the comprehensive 
nature of Michigan’s statute. The Chair asked that an update on the conference be added to the next meeting 
agenda. 
 
VII. Funding Update 
Judge Hoffman had no update to report on behalf of Dr. Parks. Judge MacKenzie shared that Dr. Parks had reported 
at a recent retreat that there was an increase in funding so that every court that applied for a grant received one. She 
also noted that it has been a really good year for drug courts. 
 
VIII. Public Comment 
The Chair asked for public comment. There was none. 
  
IX. Next Meeting Date 
The Chair announced the next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 28, 2014.  
 
January 28, March 25, May 27, July 22, September 23, and November 25 were announced as potential meeting dates 
in 2014.  Alternate dates for two of the meeting dates—March 25 and May 27—may be necessary due to conflicts. 
The clerk will poll members to find alternative dates. 
 
X. Adjournment 
There was no further business. The Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:45 a.m.  

 

 

(Minutes approved at the January 28, 2014 SDTCAC meeting.) 
 

 



November 26, 2013 Minutes Attachment 

Page 1 

 
 

 

 

 

 



November 26, 2013 Minutes Attachment 

Page 2 

 
 

 

 

 
 



November 26, 2013 Minutes Attachment 

Page 3 

 
 

 
 

 



November 26, 2013 Minutes Attachment 

Page 4 

 

 
 

 



November 26, 2013 Minutes Attachment 

Page 5 

 

 
 

 



November 26, 2013 Minutes Attachment 

Page 6 

 

 


