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Michigan Law Revision Commission Meeting 
Tuesday, May 13, 2014  9:00 a.m. 

Senate Hearing Room  Boji Tower Building 
124 W. Allegan  Lansing, Michigan 

 
Members Present:      Members Absent and Excused: 
Richard McLellan, Chair      George Ward 
Tony Derezinski, Vice Chair 
Senator Vincent Gregory 
Representative Andrew Kandrevas     
Representative Tom Leonard 
Senator Tonya Schuitmaker 
John Strand 
Judge William Whitbeck 

 
I. Convening of Meeting  

The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
II. Roll Call 
The roll was taken and absent members were excused. A quorum was present. 
 
III. Update of Sentencing Guidelines and Justice Reinvestment Study  
The Chair invited legislative members to offer comments before the CSG presentation. Senator Gregory thanked the 
audience for coming and said he looks forward to the results from CSG. Representative Leonard commented that he is 
looking forward to the final conclusions as well. Representative Kandrevas expressed his appreciation for the process and is 
pleased that the Commission is reaching a point where policy ideas can be recommended. 
 
The Chair then called on the other legislative members present. Representative Joe Haveman thanked the Commission for 
taking the charge of reviewing needed changes to Michigan’s sentencing guidelines seriously when funds were added to 
the budget two years ago. He added that he will do whatever he can to help put the recommended policy changes into 
action. Representative Kurt Heise shared that the House Committee on Criminal Justice recently held a hearing on the 
initial findings and has worked with CSG on the data gathering efforts. As Chair of that committee, he stated he will be 
honored to receive the report from the Committee and sponsor any bills to implement the needed reforms. Chair McLellan 
added that he did not feel that the efforts of the Commission should stop other legislative efforts from moving forward. 
 
Vice Chair Derezinski introduced Mr. Carl Reynolds, Senior Legal and Policy Advisor of The Council of State Governments, 
and asked him to begin the presentation. Mr. Reynolds began by introducing the members of the CSG team and then 
highlighted the following findings and policy options:  
 
Finding 1: People with similar criminal histories convicted of similar crimes receive significantly different sentences. 
Policy Option: Structure sanctions in the guidelines to produce more consistent sentences. 
 

Finding 2: After a person is sentenced, it remains unclear how much time they will actually serve. 
Policy Option: Make the length of time a person will serve more predictable at sentencing. 
 

Finding 3: Supervision resources are not prioritized to reduce recidivism. 
Policy Option: Use risk of re-offense to inform probation and post-release supervision. 
 

Finding 4: High recidivism rates generate unnecessary costs. 
Policy Option: Hold people accountable and increase public safety for less cost. 
 

Finding 5: Funds to reduce recidivism are not targeted to maximize the effectiveness of programs and services. 
Policy Option: Concentrate funding on those programs most likely to reduce recidivism. 
 

Finding 6: Policymakers and practitioners do not have an effective mechanism to track sentencing and corrections 
outcomes. 

Policy Option: Monitor changes to the state’s sentencing practices, along with their impact. 
 

Finding 7: Data currently collected do not sufficiently measure victimization or inform the extent to which 
restitution is collected. 

Policy Option: Survey levels of statewide victimization and track restitution collection. 
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The CSG Report to the Committee entitled “Applying a Justice Reinvestment Approach to Improve Michigan’s Sentencing 
System” and the “Report Technical Appendix: Compilation of Michigan Sentencing and Justice Reinvestment Analyses” 
were presented to Commission members. Both documents are attached to these minutes. A copy of the CSG presentation 
is also attached to these minutes.  
 
IV. Comments from Commissioners 
After the presentation, the Commissioners were allowed the opportunity to ask questions regarding the CSG report.  
Afterwards, Vice Chair Derezinski explained that the next step in the process is to gather information for the drafting of 
legislation and administrative rule changes.  
 
V. Approval of March 19, 2014 Meeting Minutes 
The Chair asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the March 19, 2014 meeting. No corrections or additions were 
offered. Vice Chair Derezinski moved, supported by Representative Leonard, to adopt the minutes of the 
March 19, 2014 Michigan Law Revision Commission meeting. There was no further discussion. The minutes 
were unanimously approved.   
 
VI. Public Comment 

The Chair asked if there were any public comments. There were no public comments. 
 
VII. Adjournment 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
(Minutes approved at the November 5, 2014 MLRC meeting.)
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