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Michigan Law Revision Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, December 11, 2013  12:00 noon 

Room 424  State Capitol Building 
100 N. Capitol Avenue  Lansing, Michigan 

 
Members Present:      Members Absent and Excused: 
Richard McLellan, Chair      Judge William Whitbeck 
Tony Derezinski, Vice Chair     Senator Vincent Gregory 
Representative Andrew Kandrevas      
Representative Tom Leonard 
Senator Tonya Schuitmaker 
John Strand 
George Ward 

 
I. Convening of Meeting  

The Chair called the meeting to order at 12:07 p.m.  
 
II. Roll Call 
The roll was taken and absent members were excused. A quorum was present. 
 
III. Approval of September 24, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
The Chair asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the September 24, 2013 meeting. No corrections or additions 
were offered. Commissioner Derezinski moved, supported by Commissioner Ward, to adopt the minutes of 
the September 24, 2013 Michigan Law Revision Commission meeting. The minutes were unanimously 
approved.   
 
IV. Criminal Sentencing and Procedures Project  
The Chair called on Commissioner Derezinski who provided a summary of the project and introduced members of the 
Council of State Government team. Commissioner Derezinski then called on Mr. Carl Reynolds, Senior Legal and Policy 
Advisor of The Council of State Governments, to begin the presentation. For more details, a copy of the CSG 
presentation is attached to these minutes.  
 
V. Comments from Commissioners 
After the presentation, a period of question and answer followed. Chairman McLellan inquired about the issue of 
reducing criminal behavior by delivering programs based upon offender learning style. CSG will try to get more 
information on this for the Chair. The Chair also wondered if CSG will be issuing broad policy recommendations rather 
than recommending specific changes. Mr. Reynolds confirmed that is the plan especially since he believes the policy 
recommendations for Michigan will be a significant set of proposals that will change the way things are viewed.  
 
Commissioner Derezinski then commented about the potential improvements achieved by reinvesting in various 
alternative programs and wondered if CSG has any data from other states that show this type of reinvestment works. 
Mr. Reynolds responded that they are working on a report using that type of data to see what has been happening. 
Commissioner Derezinski then thanked Dawn Van Hoek, the director of the Michigan State Appellate Defender Office, 
for providing a copy of a new publication entitled “The Defenders Sentencing Guidelines Manual Annotated.” He also 
acknowledged the presence of Beth Clemente from the Governor’s Office and Judge Timothy Kenney from the Wayne 
County Circuit Court. 
 

Representative Kandrevas expressed that he would appreciate the inclusion of any recommendations or ideas on 
alternatives other states have used regarding assigning subjective point values when scoring victim injury. He also had 
a question about the use of habitual sentencing and whether this leads to better safety numbers or cost savings.  
 
Commissioner Ward inquired about the kind of recidivism reduction Michigan should expect to see if all of the policy 
changes recommended are implemented. CSG responded that it is difficult to predict a ballpark number, but experience 
has shown there will be lower recidivism rates and in North Carolina there has been a decline in the prison population 
by over 10% primarily driven by the probation revocation being cut in half.  
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VI. Public Comment 
The Chair asked if there were any public comments.  Dr. Ron Kolito asked if the efforts to revise criminal sentencing 
procedures are going to be tied to law enforcement techniques and if the State of Michigan is prepared to train police 
and parole officers. Mr. Reynolds responded that although he cannot speak for the State of Michigan, he can say that if 
the state succeeds in passing policy changes, training is usually a big part. He noted that federal funds may be 
available for this. The Chair noted that it is important to keep in mind that whatever the Committee recommends will 
be for a change in criminal sentencing policy and that he is sure there will be opportunity in the future to raise other 
aspects of the criminal justice system and how it works when the legislature considers making any changes. 
Commissioner Derezinski acknowledged the information Dr. Kolito has shared with him and noted Dr. Kolito has had a 
lot of experience in training probation officers.  
 
There were no other public comments. 
 
VII. Adjournment 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
 
  

 
(Approved at the March 19, 2014 Michigan Law Revision Commission meeting.)
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