
final minutes 
 

Criminal Justice Policy Commission Meeting 

9:00 a.m. • Wednesday, September 5, 2018 

Harry T. Gast Appropriations Room • 3rd Floor State Capitol Building 

100 N. Capitol Avenue • Lansing, MI 

 
Members Present:      Members Excused: 
Senator Bruce Caswell, Chair     Laura Moody  
Senator Patrick Colbeck       Representative Jim Runestad 
Representative Vanessa Guerra     Sheriff Lawrence Stelma     
D.J. Hilson          
Kyle Kaminski               
Sheryl Kubiak (via teleconference)  
Barbara Levine        
Sarah Lightner  
Jennifer Strange (via teleconference) 

Judge Paul Stutesman (via teleconference)  
Andrew Verheek 
Judge Raymond Voet 
 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and asked the clerk to take the roll. A quorum was 
present, and absent members were excused.  
 
The Chair called on Grady Bridges to provide an update on the conference he recently attended. Mr. Bridges 
proceeded with a brief overview of the topics covered at the Intergovernmental Policy Academy: Young Adults and 
the Justice System conference, which focused on the overuse of local jails and alternative strategies with the 
potential to remedy the problem.  
 
II. Approval of July 11, 2018 CJPC Meeting Minutes 
The Chair asked members if there were any corrections to the proposed July 11, 2018 CJPC meeting minutes. There 
were none. Commissioner Hilson moved, supported by Commissioner Verheek, to approve the minutes 
of the July 11, 2018 Criminal Justice Policy Commission meeting as proposed. There was no further 
discussion. The minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 
 
III. Report on National Association of Sentencing Commissions Conference 
Commissioner Verheek and Grady Bridges provided a report of their participation at the National Association of 
Sentencing Commissions Annual Conference held in Columbus, Ohio from August 13-15, 2018. Commissioner 
Verheek noted there were interesting sessions and it was good to get different perspectives from other parts of the 
United States. Mr. Bridges reported it was helpful to learn how other states conduct evaluations and the limitations 
they encountered when analyzing data. A question and answer period followed. Commissioner Kubiak inquired if the 
conference offered anything in terms of the Commission going forward and Commissioner Verheek shared that many 
of the sessions stressed the importance of conducting continual evaluations. Commissioner Levine asked for more 
specific information about what evaluation criteria other states use and what steps they take when goals are not 
being met.    
 
IV. Data Subcommittee Update 

The Chair called on Grady Bridges for a subcommittee update. Mr. Bridges provided a recap and more in-depth 
analysis of the most recent preliminary findings and results that covered the probability of an offender receiving a 
prison sentence. See the attached handout for more details. The Chair asked what is the statewide average used in 
in comparing circuit courts and Mr. Bridges responded it is 30.3%. Judge Voet inquired if an analysis within circuits 
among judges could be included and Mr. Bridges noted sentencing judges are included in the data; however, there 
are barely enough observations when looking at Class D straddle cells at the circuit level to conduct a statistical 
analysis, but he could include the number of judges in each circuit or look at circuits where the percentage of the 
docket is decided by just one judge. Senator Colbeck commented that for Question 2 it might be helpful to look at 
the data on a more micro level. Commissioner Kubiak cautioned about prescribing a solution or causality of a 
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problem at too micro of a level. Mr. Bridges followed up by noting that the model is not meant to tell why, but rather 
whether there is disparity. A discussion of followed.  
 
Mr. Bridges then continued with his review of each page and Commissioner Levine asked that add a column with the 
number of cases be added to page 11 and that percentages be added to page 13. Commissioner Strange asked that 
a footnote be added to page 12 emphasize that the categories on mental health and drug and alcohol abuse are self-
reported. The Chair urged each Commissioner to look closely at the areas of the report where they have expertise 
and to let Grady know what needs to be added to clarify the analysis. A discussion of the next steps followed, and 
Mr. Bridges will put Questions 1 and 2 together in a draft report and distribute this one week before the next meeting 
for the Commission to review.    
 
V. Commissioner Comments 
The Chair asked if there were any Commissioner comments. There were none.  
 
VI. Public Comments  
The Chair asked if there were any public comments. There were no public comments.   
 

VII.  Next CJPC Meeting Date  
The next CJPC meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 3, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. in Room 426, 4th Floor of 
the State Capitol Building.  
 
VIII. Adjournment 
There was no further business. The Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:17 a.m.  
 
 
 
(Approved at the October 3, 2018 Criminal Justice Policy Commissioner meeting. )
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