
final minutes 
 

Criminal Justice Policy Commission Meeting 

9:00 a.m. • Wednesday, April 4, 2018 

Harry T. Gast Appropriations Room • 3rd Floor State Capitol Building 

100 N. Capitol Avenue • Lansing, MI 

 
Members Present:      Members Excused: 
Senator Bruce Caswell, Chair     Senator Patrick Colbeck 
Representative Vanessa Guerra     Kyle Kaminski   
D.J. Hilson        Laura Moody  
Sheryl Kubiak (via teleconference)      Representative Jim Runestad  
Barbara Levine       Judge Raymond Voet 
Sarah Lightner 

Sheriff Lawrence Stelma  
Jennifer Strange 
Judge Paul Stutesman  
Andrew Verheek 
 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and asked the clerk to take the roll. A quorum was 
present, and absent members were excused.  

 
II. Approval of March 7, 2018 CJPC Meeting Minutes 
The Chair asked members if there were any corrections to the proposed March 7, 2018 CJPC meeting minutes. There 
were none. Commissioner Hilson moved, supported by Commissioner Lightner, to approve the minutes 
of the March 7, 2018 meeting as proposed. There was no further discussion. The minutes were 
approved by unanimous consent. 
 
III. Chair Comments on Commission’s Timeline and Goals for 2018  
The Chair noted that, with the conclusion of the study of 17-year-olds, the Commission will return to the analysis of 
sentencing guidelines as specified in statute. He would like the Commission to issue a report with recommendations 
concerning sentencing guidelines by the end of the year. He added that Senator Proos has introduced a bill to extend 
the Commission’s sunset date; however, he would still like a draft report to be ready by the October or November CJPC 
meeting with a vote on the final report to be taken at the December meeting.  
 
IV. Data Subcommittee Update 
The Chair then called on CJPC Data Administrator Grady Bridges for an update on the areas the Commission will be 
focusing on in preparation of the Commission’s report. Mr. Bridges proceeded with an overview of the sentencing 
guidelines and straddle cell sentencing he will be analyzing to answer three research questions identified by the Data 
Subcommittee. (See attached handout for more details.) A discussion of the scope of his analysis including 
consideration of extenuating circumstances when looking at disparity rates and analyzing other cells beyond D-grid 
straddle cells followed. The lack of jail data and potential gaps in the data used to calculate recidivism rates were 
also considered and the exclusion of certain 4th habitual offenders was discussed. In response to a question from 
Commissioner Levine, Mr. Bridges will share the percentage of 4th habitual offenders who are excluded in his 
calculations. In addition, he will also share the statutes that define what offenses are included in Group 1 and Group 

2. The Chair asked that explanations of what is included in Group 1 and Group 2 offenses be included in the 
Commission’s report. The possibility of including race as a variable and identifying the offender characteristics that 
are taken into consideration were also discussed. Commissioner Kubiak commented that Grady has already compiled 
most of the data for Research Question #1 and he should have the data research completed by the next meeting. 
The Chair noted it would be fair, in terms of a timeline, to allow two months for each research question. 
Commissioner Kubiak thought it might also be helpful to identify other research questions the Commission should 
analyze should the Commission’s sunset date be extended. Judge Stutesman offered that having a list of offender 
characteristics might be helpful in determining other areas the Commission might want to consider analyzing.         
Mr. Bridges will put together a list of variables and data sets that are available and he will send that list to 
Commission members by the next meeting. Commissioner Strange inquired about the availability of mental health 
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data and Mr. Bridges noted that it is available, but it is self-reported. Potential issue with other variables were also 
discussed. 
 
V. Mental Health Subcommittee Update 
Commissioner Lightner had no update to report. The Chair asked the subcommittee to follow-up with the Legislature 
on the CJPC mental health recommendation approved at the last CJPC meeting.  
 
VI. Commissioner Comments 
Representative Guerra suggested that, from a legislative perspective, it is helpful to keep things simple and clear 
when preparing the sentencing guidelines report.  
 
Chair Caswell shared he has received feedback that the Commission’s work on the study of 17-year-olds is very much 
appreciated by the Legislature. He is proud of the work that went into the report and expressed his thanks to 
everyone involved in the project.  
  

VII. Public Comments 
The Chair asked if there were any public comments. There were none.  
 

VIII.  Next CJPC Meeting Date  
The next CJPC meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 2, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. in the Harry T. Gast 
Appropriations Room, 3rd Floor of the State Capitol Building.  
 
IX. Adjournment 
There was no further business. The Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:02 a.m.  
 
 
 
(Minutes approved at the May 2, 2018 Criminal Justice Policy Commission meeting.)
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