
 

 

Final minutes 
 

Criminal Justice Policy Commission Meeting 

9:00 a.m. • Wednesday, July 11, 2018 

Harry T. Gast Appropriations Room • 3rd Floor State Capitol Building 

100 N. Capitol Avenue • Lansing, MI 

 
Members Present:      Members Excused: 
Senator Bruce Caswell, Chair     Senator Patrick Colbeck  
Representative Vanessa Guerra     Sheryl Kubiak      
D.J. Hilson        Sarah Lightner  
Kyle Kaminski           Representative Jim Runestad    
Barbara Levine (via teleconference)     Judge Raymond Voet    
Laura Moody  
Sheriff Lawrence Stelma 
Jennifer Strange (via teleconference) 
Judge Paul Stutesman  
Andrew Verheek 
 
I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and asked the clerk to take the roll. A quorum was 
present, and absent members were excused.  
 
The Chair called on Grady Bridges to provide an update on the conference he recently attended. Mr. Bridges proceeded 
with a brief overview of the topics covered at the Intergovernmental Policy Academy: Young Adults and the Justice 
System conference, which focused on the overuse of local jails and alternative strategies with the potential to remedy 
the problem.  
 
II. Approval of June 6, 2018 CJPC Meeting Minutes 
The Chair asked members if there were any corrections to the proposed June 6, 2018 CJPC meeting minutes. There 
were none. Commissioner Hilson moved, supported by Commissioner Kaminski, to approve the minutes 
of the June 6, 2018 Criminal Justice Policy Commission meeting as proposed. There was no further 

discussion. The minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 
 
III. Data Subcommittee Update 
The Chair called on Grady Bridges for a subcommittee update. Mr. Bridges highlighted the most recent preliminary 
findings and results that covered the probability of an offender receiving a prison sentence. See the attached 
handout for more details. Commissioner Levine inquired about the map on page 4 of the handout that shows 
Oakland, Wayne, and Macomb to be less than average in terms of the probability of receiving a prison sentence. She 
also commented that the definition of urban and rural is a matter of interpretation. In response, Mr. Bridges 
explained how he weighted the counties to get a state average which he then used in the circuit court comparison. A 
discussion of Table 2 that provides an overview of the regression results followed. The Chair suggested, for purposes 
of accuracy, more clarification be included in the race line. Judge Stutesman and Commissioner Stelma expressed 
concern that the information found in Table 2 may be misconstrued and problematic. Mr. Bridges explained that the 
information is meant to identify what may and what may not be significant. Commissioner Verheek offered that it 
might be better to focus a report on each individual circuit rather than one large report that might confuse people. 
Judge Stutesman noted that this may not be practical. Commissioner Levine suggested it might be possible to 
develop a template to use that would allow for an appendix of a brief description of the most significant variances for 
each circuit. She would also like to see the PRVs and ORVs separated and commented that, for race, it would be 
helpful that “white” be the independent variable and have the other racial groups tested against that group. The 
Chair stressed that, for the items found in Table A-2, information should be added to clearly identify what is being 
used as the base. The discussion concluded with an overview of the next steps which include refinement of the 
preliminary results, incorporating the feedback received at today’s meeting, and looking at the next research 
question. Commissioner Verheek shared that we are at a stage where we need to start to look at geographic location 
since where someone is released may significantly impact their odds of recidivism. Commissioner Levine wondered if 
the category of people not going be prison should be further split into those who get any jail time and emphasized 
the importance of accounting for this factor.  
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The Chair asked Commissioner Moody and Tom Clement for feedback from the Attorney General’s Office and SCAO 
on the information the Commission has so far and if the direction the Commission is going makes sense. The next 
Commission meeting was then discussed, and the Chair announced that the August meeting may be cancelled if 
there is no reason to meet.  
 
IV. Mental Health Subcommittee Update 
Commissioner Strange reported that she and Commissioner Lightner reached out to the Legislature after the 
Commission’s mental health recommendation was released and no feedback was received.   
 
V. Commissioner Comments 
Commissioner Verheek praised Grady Bridges for the good job he is doing. Commissioner Hilson and Chair Caswell 
echoed those sentiments. Commissioner Levine asked that a hard copy of the handout be sent to her. There were no 
additional comments from the Commissioners.  
 
VI. Public Comments  
The Chair asked if there were any public comments. There were no public comments.   
 

VII.  Next CJPC Meeting Date  
The next CJPC meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 1, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. in Room 402-403, 4th 
Floor of the State Capitol Building. The Chair reminded members that the August meeting may be cancelled if 
there is limited data for the Commission to review.  
 
VIII. Adjournment 
There was no further business. The Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:02 a.m.  
 
 
(Minutes approved at the September 5, 2018 CJPC meeting.)
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